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IN DAYS GONE BY.

Political Reminiscences of Some
of New York's Wall-
Known Men,

Thomas Boess Describss the Birth and
Christaning of the Locofoc Party.

Temmasy Kall Hlum'nated with Brimstone
Matches and Candles.

John Kelly’s Famous Run for Cone-
gress Agalnst Mike Walsh.

In the 4im vista of past New York munl-
cipal politics there risea at summona, tothe
memory of some of the older inbabitants, a
youthfal figure, but one of great promi.
nenoce 1n its day.

It stands forth equally distinet on mem-
ory's pages with those other prominent
figures_of the time * Prince John' Van
Buren, the courtly Locius Robinson
Bamuel J, Tilden, Fernando Wood, Augus-
tus Bobell, Wilson 8mall and the great
Tammany leader, John Kelly.

All these are dead, but that other figure
etill remains a part and parcel of muniecipal
polities, though no longer youthful.

Thomas Boess was born almost within the
shadow of the City Hall agd old Tammany
Hall, then standing on the corner of Frank.
fort and Nassau streets,

VU LIPTLE EPDTYTERING BLAYES BROKE TEROUGH
THR DinKNEss. "

His earllest associations were with poll-
ticlana, for be lived in the very centre of
political aotivity, and every good American
cillsen was & thorough and active poﬂﬂdu
in those early days. A8

He witnessed and participated tn most of
the ovents sinos 1840, which bave since be-
come part of the city’s political history.

Mr. Boese Is probably the oldest office-
holder in point of service In the municipal-
ity. Forty years ago be was Clerk of the
Common Pleas, and for many, many years
he has been Chlef Clerk of the Buperior
Court.

Tas Evesine WonLp reporter called on
him in his offics, bigh up in the new Court
" House, and asked him for a political reml.
niscence.

The result was wonderful. It was like
disturbing & hive of bees. A flood of mem-
ories bad been stirred within that pleasant
gentleman's teeming braln, and soon there
gushed forth such a stream of anecdote as
would delight a historlan of New York
politios.

Tammany Hall, the Locofocos, the Bamn.
buirners, exciting campalgns, a personal
and political history of Bamuel J, Tilden,
one of John Kelly and Tweed, his regime
sad his helpers in the work of plundering
the city—all these and minor aneodotes
eoncerning them tripped in rapld suoces-
slon from Mr. Boest's tongue.

It would be manifestilyrunfair to & gun-
tleman who has witnessed the rise and fall
of politiclans and himself participated In
political affairs for nearly balf a century,
as has Mr, Boese, to confine his relation to
one incident. He began his ancedotes with
the birth of the Locolceo party in 1837, and
the inecident which caused the party to be
80 queerly named,

“Wilson Small, who, untll his death
about two years ago, was & clerk in this
office,” began Mr. Boese, ‘‘was the leader
of the original Locofocos,

It was merely & faction of Tammany
Hall, which bad become Imbued with ideas
somowhat similar to some held by the
Farmers' Alllance of to-day. They were a
sort of 'vole-yoursell-a-farm,’ *down-with-
banks-and-bank.notes I' party.

‘1t was the usual fight between the Knit-
socks and the Bllk-stockings fn Tammany
Hall, the latter bitterly opposing these new-
fangled ideas.

“But the ideas were popular with the
common people, nod the young {action
waxed strong.

It had Leen meeting at Military Hall,
and it proposed to be on hand at the grand
ratification of candidates st Tammany Hall

“In those days a ratification meeting
meant something, and I a candidate waa
Bot indorsed be did not (lgure on the tlaket,

“The Bllk-stockings beard that the
Military Hall peoplo were to be at the
meeting In force, and they were afraid of
defeat, 8o they prepared a schome to defeat
the plan of the invaders.

“llluminating gas had been in use but a
short time then, but Tammany Hall was
Hghted with it

“ Matches had just been invented, but
thoy were nothing but those long brimstone-
covered sticks which required an outfit tv
light them! These matches were known as
*locofocos,’

“ The 8llk-stockings proposed to turn the
gne off, and cause a stampede from the
mooting,

“Wilson Buwall learned this, and In-
structed his fol'uwers Lo prepare themselves
with & eandlo each, and ‘ locofoco’ matches.

* The night of the mesting came. It was
evidoot that the Military Hall foroes were

in the majority, and would indorss thelr
own eandidates unless something was done,
“The gas was turned out mcoordingly,

:nd the minority pacty made a rush for the
oor,

FRANCH PFINALLY AROUSED THR SUCORBSPUL
CANDIDATE
‘* Agreeably to orders, Emall’s men re-
mained seated, and soon there eould be
scen  little epluttering bine smiphurous
blazes breaking through the thick darknesa
The ‘locofocos® were being lighted, The
bloe lights spread throoghout the hall, to
be quickly sucoceded by the clear white
light of the spermnoctt! eandles, which had
besn produced (rom pockets.
“In a few moments the hall was brill-
Iantly fluminated, and Bmall and his
friends had orgenized the meeting and in-
dorsed thelr candidates, while the siik-
stocking comspirators were standing out-
side and wondering at the cause of the
phenominon which had made their schemes
miscarry.
“That was the birth of the Locofocos,
The fight was kept up In the Democratic
ranks, and tho Whigs won that year, but
the next year Tammany adopted some of
the new Ideas, as well as the name, which
stuck to it for years."
Ou flowed the tide of memory.
“ Perhaps you'd like to heat how Tweed's
Comptroligr, Richard B. Connolly, Orst
earned the title of *B!ippery Dick," sug-
gested Mr. Boese.
He was assured that such a story would
be listened to with pleasurs and interest,
" Connolly was the Tummany candidate
for County Clerk,” he brgan,
]t was In the tme when Knuw—hothine-
Ism was rife; 1852 or 1563 I think,
“One of the men, who was known as an
active member of the Americun party, in
fact a perfect crank of & Know-Nothing nt
that time, was Stephen H. Branch,
“ Branch was a well-educated man, snd
taught some of the politicians of that day
many things which they might bavelearnod
at school bad they hnd the advantoge of a
schooling in thelr early years.”
Among these was the late John Kelly,
although Mr, Boese refrained Irom men-
tloning this fact in connection with his old
friend and fellow-fghter on many a political
fleld.
‘“ Branch,” continued Mr. Boeso,  first
atiained promincnos (hrough a wild tals he
published of bhis trip scross Nicaraugua
during the gold excitement in California.

“He told of alligators roosting In trees
and otber wonderful eights which would
make & Bowery dime museum manager
turu pals whta envy. .

“This is not to the purpose, though.
We were talking about Dick Connolly and
his candidacy for County Clerk,

“Well, this man Branch set about dis
covering that Connolly bad never been

eligible to office,

‘“He found that there was no record of
Connolly’s cltizenship, and had the faot
published in the opposition press, and got
Alderman Briggs, 1he Enow-Nothing ropre-
sontative from the Thirteenth Ward, to
bring the matter before the Board of
Aldermen.

“Pretty hard matier to slect & Know-
Nothing in the Thirteenth Ward now, eb?"
remarked the story teller parenthetically.

“John Kelly was representing the Four.
teenth Ward in the Board of Aldermen st
the time, and to him Connolly sent & letter
tobe read at & meeting of the Board, In
which be stamped as outrogeons the stories
regarding his non-oltiz-nship, He declured
that he had been naturalized in an obscurs
town in Penpsylvanis snd tbat his certifi-
cate of naluralization was * the chief orna-
maent of his parior.’

‘* Alderman Kelly read this letter, and
waxed warm in a speech denouncing the
detractors of Mr, Connolly, Mr. Eelly
often referred to his indiknant defense of
‘Elippery Dick’ in after life and laughed at
the way he bad been tricked,

“ The indefatigable Branch was not to be
balked of bis purpose Ly that letter. He
went 1o the Pennsylvanin town named by
Connolly, The records proved that Con-
nolly had not been oatnralized there, na he
had affirmed.

“Then the Investigator had the eflrontery

to go to Connolly's house, in the Beventh
Ward, and ask to sce his certificate of
naturalization, ‘the chief ornament of the
parlor.’

* It was not there.

* Election day came, and at the opening
of the polls in Connolly's district Branch
was on hapnd with a dinner-bucket ready
for a day's slege.

“Bhould Counolly sppesr and offer to
vote he was to he challenged as an alien.

“Connolly did not appear, and the Inel
dent was published as prool of his uon-
citizenship,

“The gentleman who so well won the
title of * Blippery Dick® replicd to this with
o newspaper card, 10 tho effect that he had
wagered & amnll eom on the result of the
tlerHon ; that Brench knew it, and was
ready to challenge h'm for that resson
that he could not get the other man to
withdrew from the bet, and was tbos de-
prived of his vote. He wound up his noreed

Of many & uight, made doubly long by (s pro-

tracted agony, the rosumaliv suffarer (tossey to snd
fro em bin sleepleas goueh, wainly praring for thes |
resl whioh on y cumes by fla sad slarte, e mal-
ady ia eoe which ordiaary o edicines too often fail Lo |
wuliove, Lut ‘Wher 4 ample svidence o prove that |
the efownt blood d-purnel i!mﬂlﬂ‘. Blemach
Blivers, sffords the rhe & rebable means of
rellel. Check ibe malacy In ita meipeat singos,
whan the firel premonitory twingss aoms oo, wilh
his aaresahle modiolus, and svold yeerd of wrtars.
‘Whaterer be Lthe ra:jonaie of the uﬂtlullnv-ﬂ of
A+e Bitkers mpon Lhis shss an
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with a solemn waming to all good Demo-
orate never 1o bet on election and thus lose
their right of franchise.

*Tho truth of the matter was that Con-
oally had been naturalised the bight be.
fore election by a Judge of the 'ourt of
Common Fleas, and, ay & man bas to be
& cltizen ten days before be can vote, *Slip-
pery Dick ' did not go near the polla, His
naturslization at that late day gave hiin
the right to take the oath of office, how-
"“- "

There was a parallel to * Blippery Dick'a"
neturalization no later than 1880, but Mr.
Boese conld not be Induced to talk sbont
that, If he knew anything regarding (b

Mr. Boess followed his relation of the
Connolly episode by adverting to the early
politioal triumpha of John Kelly. Io was
one of the strongeat friends and supporters
that Kelly had in the days when the latter
was demonstrating his abllity as & leader
of men, and was very oloss to him later
when he had won hia political spurs,

Mr. Boess was a candidate for the As.
sembly on the same ticket with Mr. Kelly,
who was seeking election as Alderman varly
in the fiftles.

“John Kelly's rise in politics dated from
hia overthrow of the power of that genlus,
Mike Waish,” remarked Mr. Boese.

“ Kelly was born of Irish parents in Hes
tor atreat, but was quite as American as
men native to the soll. He was even known
as “the Irish Know Nothing."

“"This appellation he eecured because
the Know Nothings, who were rampant in
those days, withdrew their candidate for
Aldermen in 1854 and eclected Kelly over
*Iriah Tom ' Whalen.

‘* Of courne, Mr. Kelly was a gnod Catho-
lle, and he afterward, had the strong and
earnest support of the people he defeated
in '53 and '8,

‘“Hin great battle was against Mike Walsh
for Congress In 1864,

‘‘The district at that time consisted of
the Fourth, Bixth, Tenth and Fourteenth
Warda,

**I'he Tenth Ward was strongly Amerl
oan, the Fourth and Bixth were Irish and
the Fourtrenth was divided. The reglon
above 8pring street was known as Gibraltar
and below was called Queber,

*“Gibraltar and the section around cld
Bt. Patrick’s Catbhedral was controlled by
Mike Walsh, while ' Queb=o' wan American
or Irish-American in sentiment and favored
Kelly.

** These d!ltfncllm will be better under.
s'ood and appreciated if it Is borne con.
stantiv in mind that Know-Nothingism was
at the height at the time In question,

“"Through the influence of Matt Brennan,
afterwards Eheriff, Jobn Clancy, who was
later elected County Clerk, Peter B.
Bweeny, Andrew and Joha Neabitt In the
Bixth Ward, Walth seoured the regular
nomination for Congresa.

““The Nesbitts run ‘The Try Green' a
liquor store in Elm street, back of the
Tombe, which was at that time &s great a
rendezvous for politicians as are the hotels
on Madleson square now,

“ Kelly ran on an independent ticket, and
the Know-Nothings supported him.

*' It was one of the hottest fights [ ever
knew, and when the polls closed Kolly re-
tired to the little wooden house in Mott
street that be called home, thoroughly worn
ot and acknowledging his defeat.

**Heo wasn't defested thomgh. Btephen
H. Brant¢b, Kelly's crasy Enow-Nothing

{riend, had visited every pelling place in | D)

the district and sebured the figures, which
proved that Kelly was elected by 18 ma-

naturalized—was npt a cidzen and not | jority.

* Branoh rushed up Mott street between
2 and 8 o'clock In the morning, shouting in
the excess of his joy, ‘Kelly's elected !
Eelly's elected !

*Heo woka up the entire meighbarheod,
and fnally aroused the successful candidate
and told him the result, but sald that it
might be set aalde 1f be did not act quickly,
as Matt Breunan was walling for full re
turn at the Bixth Ward station house, where
be was Captain, lo sse how much the re-
turns had to be doctored to secure Walsh's
election.

* Kelly was a man of wonderful strength
—a regular bundle of muscles and utterly
without fear. Gathering fuur of his Lrusted
irlends be proceeded with them to the
station-bouse,where Lo found a noted pugll-
ist, Jobnny Ling, barring the entrance.

“Ling was like an infant in Kelly's
grarp. He was sent flylng into the strvet,
and in marched the candidate and hia
friends, .

“In those days the returns wers made to
the Alderman of the Ward and & duplieats
to the County Clerk.

* Brenuan had kept those for the Rixth
Ward at the station-house ontil he recelved
returns from the entime distriet, and they
could have been readily changed to elect
Walsh,

“Kelly bad come In time though. He
demanded that the pencil figures be written
ont in Ink, #o that any change could Ls dis
covered, and he enloroed his demand,

* Walsh proposed to contest Kelly's eleo-
tion, but thought better of the matier when
it was shown ihat Walsh, although he had
served one term in Congress, had never
beon naturalized.

“Thiy election of Kelly waa the begin-
ning of his enduring strength ne a leader,

“He was the favorite New York Con-
gressman with Presldent Plerce’s Adminia-
tration and secured tho lion's ahare of pat-
ronage in the Custom-House, Post-Office
and Navy-Yard.

“On this foundatinn of patronage he
bullt the fabric of iris pliticial strength.”
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COMPARE THE FOLLOWING COLUMNS :

WILLFUL CAYNELL.

Oh, how the hahts and the gilttering throng
whiried aboat por, hapless )l tle Guy! The
musie seeined L0 il oo ber ears wiih & norri-
Ule crasn.

Shn conld sre those aroand them gasing At
her wiin rcorn wnd withering eontempt, She
vould hear ihe nsugiy  exclamatlons 0

“Oniy & Inetory @irt] Dear mel wist in the
w rid pmlr.-q her to get herssif up like s
lady wnd come here

Poor Gay! Poor, hapless I'itle Gay! Bhe
shrunk enwering'y hack lrom her arax eaemy,
*ni from ine sc ruful, augry «y 8 torned upou

ter from wil sloes, ke & woopded, faltvering
BiEd 1 | he #ponies of Oeuth, Nhe |uL oul her
han s groplegly, with « littie, plisons ory.

On, why had she enme? If ahe were only |
back ju ner Lumble Iitle sttbe-fuum sg. 1o

Wiy had she come amony this erand throng
of heaniitel youns ghis o he ] aghid sty 10 bo
seoffed Bod § ered al, Lecotss Leaven hud
willed 1t that she mAo-t earn 67 uWE Donest
Leead In the P sa lo Cotton Mills?

04, why hat she cometo the grind bally |
Littie Guy cow: red away from her orusl, irl- |

umptant enemy; greal le ra gatiered In her
vark uy s snd fell ke r:in down her wh e
face, ir ' m which sll the joy snd brghine s
Bod bgu wirivken es & cruel Lolt of Mgutniog

Pliabs u bemuer Listle vlossoim.

Gay crept oo 1o bim—hs was her only 'rlavd
among all that throng ol coly, proud faces.

*YAnd now, mv tariing, | sm colag toask
| ¥ou (o yive me toe riont v proieet Yoo, | love
you wite sl my weait, Little Gay—will you ve

" WILLFUL ¢

Della's Handsome Lover.

Oh, naw 1h= lishits an'l the jeople «Towdine
avout them sasmed §3 whirl about poor, B4«
Tosa D lle W hist ‘Ine tiroohing mosio seeme s
tw lall ou ber ears with » horrible wruah,

Bl eanld see *hoss around her stund ng there
with iheir ma ke (2 thelr bapde, gerios ot her
w ih g0l b spd contempl, =@ R cotld near «
dozen voices wilspering ao rie: **Way, | e
ciare, 1t I8 Dells Weilsl  What 1 the worlu
pos-enseil her to goi Bereell wp ke » iady and
come fuvel "

Poar Della—poar, hepiess little Delial Sna
shirgnh cowening. v hocg ke n woupided, fin -
tering berd o vy pgonies of death (rom her
(eruel envmy, and the scorvful, ao ry eyes
| varped vpow her fraom wil & des.  Hhe pai oal
| hor haDde gro lo.ly with s | t.1e plicons cry,

Oh, why had she come? If ahe were only
back (o ber e stiie-room sgaiu!

Why had ahe come amnang this grand throng
of beantl nl, Weaithy gitid (0 be lsogied al—
12 ne scofed and Jerr~d at, | Scause '8 ven
| nad willeu I8 that sid Wks & COBTICHs BT gRler,

On,'Gad] O, God! Why hail sbe rome to
thegrap | rali?  Gre 1 tearm gata red on her |
e eves and fell 1Ko raln vown her waile
face, 1rom whlch all 'h+ Jov and brighloess
baiverng ricken as s crocl faah of hehtolog
bl wta & tepder e wlnssoty,

Della aremt 07 Lo hanlsome Kotin Adair—he |
was erouly friead among taat thruong of ooid,
prou | laces,

Marrr me, 1ittle Deile, withiu this very haar,
h!u e toe rigal to care far yon anil protecs

CAYNELL

is published in book-form' at 25 cents per copy. Get a copy from |=——
z:ur newsdealer, or send 25 cents to the publisher for " Williul

ynell" complele, Address

MUNRO'S PUBLIBHINQ HOUSE,

Box

24 and 26 Vandewater Street, New York.
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Tomorrow's (Sunday) edition of -

The Daily Continent

twith {ta THIRTY-TWO PAGES and magnifleent display of {lluatrations -
will be a “ hummer”’ Here are some of the leading features:

o~

Pretty Girls and Poker Chips.

Ingenious Methods Practiced by Bociety Belles to Enjoy a Dove
Party—A New Fad Among the Four Hundred.

Cyrus W. Field.
The father of the deep water Cable will give an interesting Account
of the Probable Future of Ocean Telegraphy.

Great Matrimonial Calcles.

Widowers Worth Angling For—Sir Roderick Cameron, D. O. Milla,
Edgoerton L. Winthrop, B. Randolph Robinson, and others.

Big Plungers on the Races.

Charncteristica of the Men who Win or Lose Fortunes in a Day—The
man who Never Smiles at Victory nor Weeps at Defeat.

Rabbi Gotthetl on the Persecuted Jews.

Remarkable Influx of the Jewish Immigrants and their persecution in
Europe Described—Their Sufferings and Tortures.

New York Boys away from Home.

Five New Governora of Wastern States, and Fourteen United States
Senators who went West to Grow up with the Country.

How Men Woo. vyt pan

Pictures of 8cme Famous Wooers in the Act. How the Brave, the
Boldl, aud the Clever, kneel helpless before their goddesses,

Ward McAllister.

The great Society Leader tells how to do the proper thing on St
Valentine's Day. The Change that has come over the Festival,

Brides and their Wedding Gifts.

Telling how Women Recelve Gifts and Congratulations on the most
interesting Occasion fn their Lives.

District Attorney Nicoll

Will tell the Readers of the Sunday Continent of a Btartling State of
Affairs in New York—1,800 Criminals at large.

Caricatures of At League Gems.

‘Works of the American Water Color Society as Seen by our Satirical
Artist—The Trials and Hardships of the Men who Paint.

Vetevan Telegraphers in New York.

Men who ¢ Pounded the Brass " when the Art was Born—The Swift
Sender and the Man who Never Works.

Queer Horns Blown in Modern Bands.

Instruments That Can Do Almost Anything Except Walk and Talk.
Some Famous Ones that can almost Imitate the Human Voice.

From Cameras of Smart Amateurs.

Lantern Slides Becoming More Popular with Photographers, Ama-
teur Photography and its place in the History of Modern Bcience

Humorists of New York. vriogEme

The Funoy Men of New York Described by one of Themselves,

Sporting News and Society Gossip

Will be Handled Brilliaptly in Tomorrow's (Sunday) Coatinent.
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A GREAT HIT.

Aw increass on sales of nearly thees
hundred per cont. over tha lasd
swoek of The Star.

Tar Continenr ior tomorrow (Bon-
day) will be a brilllant sxsmple of eon-
clee, clever journallsm. Its pages wi.l
sparkle with breesy and “fetching"
features from peun that never fall. Our
artista, among whom are Glackens,
Relyea, Gribavedoft and the inimitable
Cnmrr, will add & worid of fun and faoey
with thelr elever pencils to the good
thing® provided by our equally claver
writers,

Tux Conrrrmnr will be well printed
to-morrow—the difculties which we
experienced lant Bunday In the press.
work having boen fully overcome. The
unique slze of Trm ConTinexT, 1ta brief,
crisp style, it newny colpmns, the gene
eronus space It accords to soclety, the
theater Wall streot and pporting rews, -
combined with its fan and good-natured
satire, have won for |t lastantand wide-
spread pnpnlnrltr.

Below are a Fw Specimen Expres
sions of the Reception Accorded
to The Continent.

Mra. Chauncey M. Depew—Mr, Depow
showed mo the paper and said It was Lhe
brightest paper in the world, T muss nay
ihe same, Tnm CONTINENT I8 Lhe micest pa-
per I bave sesn yai

Mra Cornel'us Vaadorbllt—T am antually

delighted wiih t.0 naw paper. Eo easy o
take up and read and so intenssly Interes>
ing. Why. the culumns devoied to women
wers the brightest snd most unigue of their
kind,
Mra Orover Clovelsnd—Who I the editor
of Tux Cosrivwr! Mr. Munser—oh, well,
that accounts for it The paper should be
bright aud clever with that gentleman at [ty
head, Yes, Indeed, I LIked 1t vory much, and
Ishallalways getit It will of course, be.
coma very popular.

Betry Clewa says: | have carefully road
Tus Corrinesr o1 my way downtown, and [
think ms ea'y handling of the compant 1.ttle
sheet oxciiad the envy of every oneof my
pelghbors, * mm plad to reo taat Mr, Munsey
Is devotirg so much space to V. all strect do-
lage. Tue Cosrrmest will eventually become
agreat paper, mark my worda, Mr, Manser,
And avery person connected with the paper,
s to be congratulated.

Ellin Noot—1 like Tna Cowrtresr very
rauch, Jtehows bhe proper a'gn of becoming
agreat journal. Iv is & Wonder to mo thas
the system of reducing in slsa the dally
paners did not ocour to soma ons before, It's
anew and splendid des. [ want to see che
new paper live aud prosper, as T kaow 16
wilk,

Kecorder Bmyth-It ls & wper wh'ch will
be read bf all lair:-l on -n-u d the
coars A
family will tuks ik, beoanss {5 l-lld.l a-‘
DOWAY DapeT.

Theodors W, Nyers, City Compireller—Tan
CONTIETTY 18 & Lright, readadble newepaper.
I am glad to ¢na Lhas It sovers Wall street so
‘horoughly.

Herman Oslrichs—1t is » ™aloomes sddition
tothe field of joursalism. Harcafter news
papers will be staried en Tam Damy Oowys
TuAY plan —omalisr pagoe aod more of thom.

Ask your newsdealer to bo sure and save

Seatures, and the atiractive, graphic style.
e iy,
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VIEWS OF HER OWN ABOUT
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